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The 91st EAAE seminar on “Methodological and Empirical Issues of Productivity and Efficiency Measurement in the Agri-Food Sector” was organized by the Department of Economics of the University of Crete. It was intended to promote the exchange of ideas among economists in the area of productivity analysis in the agri-food sector.  Specifically, the seminar addressed both theoretical and empirical issues related to the measurement of efficiency, productivity growth, technical change, R&D expenditures, and policy initiatives, and articulate their role in firm and sectoral economic growth and performance.

The organizers were received a supply of 45 papers from 14 countries, reflecting the breadth of work directed to several aspects of the productivity measurement. The seminar covered a wide range of topics in efficiency and productivity measurement, such as the analysis of the impacts of agri-food policies on farms’ performance, the evaluation of R&D expenditures in the agri-food sector. Most of the papers discussed theoretical and methodological issues in frontier modeling, whereas a remarkable supply of empirical papers was also presented. 

Four invited papers were presented in the seminar by Subal Kumbhakar (State University of New York), Spiro Stefanou (Penn State University), Finn Fǿrsund (University of Oslo) and Quirino Paris (University of California, Davis). All four keynote speakers covered important methodological issues in efficiency and productivity measurement such as the measurement of input and output oriented technical inefficiencies in a single estimation framework, the concept of dynamic adjustment in efficiency analysis, the exact measurement of the returns to scale and their impact in non-parametric productivity measures and the problem of errors in 

All the other presentations were contributed papers which cover several topics of food quality, such as:

· Empirical Applications of Efficiency and Productivity Measurement in Agriculture

· Impacts of Agri-Food Policies on Productivity and Efficiency

· Methodological and Theoretical Issues of Parametric Frontier Modelling

· Productivity, R&D Expenditures and Education 

· Non-Parametric Approaches in Efficiency and Productivity Measurement

The seminar was attended by 41 participants coming from all EU member countries, from Eastern European countries and USA. The 6 of them are new members of the EAAE. were We thank all of them for their lively contributions to the discussions adding considerable value to the seminar. The list of presentations can be accessed through the seminar site: 

http://www.soc.uoc.gr/91eaae/  

