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Background

The globalisation and the internationalisation of the main retail groups in the world, the evolution of the retailers’ strategies to address the food safety crisis and the evolution of consumer expectations are leading to deep changes in the food chains and the relationships between producers, processors and retailers. A better understanding of these issues is important either for the stakeholders of the food chains (producers, processors, retailers) who have to make decisions in this new context, or for the governments of developed and developing countries who have to design policies regulating competition, food safety, quality and supplier-buyer relationships.

Objectives

The goal of this international seminar is to get a better understanding of changes at the retail and the food chain levels, as well as to analyse and explain:

· The strategies set up by the retailers to compete at the national and international levels;

· The strategies they set up to meet the new expectations of consumers, to reinforce market segmentation and product differentiation, and to improve food safety;

· The consequences of these strategies on the food chains in terms of supply chain organisation, prices and contracts, signalling and brands;

· The similarities and the diversity of strategies and their impacts on the food chains in several developed and developing countries;

· The implications of this diversified evolution in terms of public policy (normalisation, minimum quality standard and competition policy).

Program

The communications will present synthetic or original results either from a theoretical or an empirical point of view in the fields of Industrial Organisation, Managerial Economics, Management and Marketing Science. They will deal with:

· Retailer strategies, internationalisation and competition at the retail level;

· Food retail evolution and new supply channels (e-commerce, electronic marketplaces…);

·  Private labels, national brands, norms and standards;

· Product differentiation and supply segmentation;

· Food safety, traceability, quality management;

· Supply chain management: logistics, ordering policies, inventory management;

· Supply contracts, negotiation power, value sharing;

· Promotions, discounts, price transmission in chains.

The meeting will be divided into plenary sessions with invited speakers (researchers and professionals) and parallel sessions for the presentation of papers. The abstracts will be published in the seminar proceedings. A selection of articles will be published in a special issue of the European Review of Agricultural Economics according to the usual selection process (to be confirmed by Allison Burrel and the review committee).

Call for papers

Participants who would like to present a paper are invited to submit an extended abstract of 2 pages by November the 1st, 2003. Papers will be selected by the International Committee. Acceptation or rejection will be notified by December 31, 2003. Full papers have to be submitted y March 15, 2004. Contact and send the abstracts and/or the papers to L.G. Soler (soler@ivry.inra.fr) and Liliane Champenois (champenoi@ivry.inra.fr).

Organisation

The meeting will be organised by INRA-LORIA (“Industrial Organisation in the Food Sector” Unit, Department of Economics in the National Institute of Agricultural Research, France) in collaboration with the SFER (French Society of Agricultural Economics).

Organisation Committee

Louis-Georges Soler (INRA-LORIA, Ivry/Seine, F, soler@ivry.inra.fr,)

Claire Chambolle (INRA-LORIA Ivry/Seine and Laboratoire d’Econométrie, Ecole Polytechnique, F, chambolle@ivry.inra.fr)

Eric Giraud-Héraud (INRA-LORIA Ivry/Seine and Laboratoire d’Econométrie, Ecole Polytechnique, F, giraud@ivry.inra.fr
Vincent Hovelaque,(ENSAR, Rennes and INRA-LORIA, Ivry/Seine, F, vincent.hovelaque@agrorennes.educagri.fr
International Program Committee 

Jean-Marie. Codron (INRA-ESR Montpellier, F, codron@ensam.inra.fr)

Steve McCorriston (School of Economics and Business, University of Exeter, GB, S.McCorriston@exeter.ac.uk)

Andrew Fearne (Imperial College, Wye, GB, a.fearne@imperial.ac.uk)

George Hendrikse (Erasmus University Rotterdam, NL, ghendrikse@fbk.eur.nl)

Kostas Karantininis(Royal Veterinary & Agricultural University, Copenhagen, DK, kok@kvl.dk)

Vincent Requillart (INRA-ESR Toulouse, F, requilla@toulouse.inra.fr)

Richard Sexton (University of California, Davis, US, rjsexton@ucdavis.edu)

Louis-Georges Soler (INRA-ESR, Ivry/Seine, F, soler@ivry.inra.fr,)

Egizio Valceschini (INRA SAD, Paris, F, valcesch@inapg.inra.fr)

Languages

The papers and the communications will be presented in English. 

Location

The meeting will be held in the centre of Paris. The location will be given later.

Participation Fees

The participation fee for the seminar is 250 EUR for EAAE-members and 250EUR+EAAE membership fee for non-members (and 200 EUR for students). The fee includes registration, refreshments, coffee breaks, lunches, welcome reception, abstracts and proceedings. The number of participants will be limited to about 100.

