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1. Title
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2. Date:

Sunday 8 - Wednesday 12 February 2004, Zeist, The Netherlands
3. Theme

The seminar intends to stimulate the discussion about how the social sciences, in a multi-disciplinary approach, can contribute to emerging policies and strategies for the improvement of food safety. In the EU, public interest in a greater assurance of food safety is triggering responses from both the food industry and policy makers. Economists are analysing this issue from different perspectives, often in collaboration with other disciplines including risk analysis expertise.

4. Background

Food has never been as safe as today, but nevertheless food safety has become a major issue. Several crises have dominated the front pages of newspapers. BSE and the Dioxin-poultry crises are a few examples. Salmonella is another. Even the stamping out programs of animal diseases like swine fever and FMD are sometimes wrongly associated with food safety. 

The direct and indirect economic effects of such crises are big. They lead to shifts in consumption patterns. The retail and food industry is reacting to this issue by increased co-ordination in the food chain: installing tracing and tracking systems, as well as risk management tools like HACCP. Public authorities are looking for improved governance and try to reach this by the strengthening of Food Safety Authorities, better co-ordination of public interventions, risk management and stricter standards.

These questions must be seen in the scene of a changing world, with more international travel and trade, changing agricultural policies, moving EU-borders and changing views on the public and private responsibilities.

At the scientific level there are many issues to address. Risk analysis and risk management are still under development, also in the framework of the Codex Alimentarius. Consumer research and effects of media coverage on food safety issues have been reported, as well as experiences in the industry with risk management tools. Nevertheless much more research in these areas seems to be needed, on a practical as well as conceptual level. Cost-benefit analysis of tracing and tracking systems and comparative studies of food chains regarding their performance in food safety are scarce or even lacking. The same is true for cost benefit (or effectiveness) analysis of public interventions on structural problems like Salmonella and Campylobacter, or on the management of food crises. Neither has much work been reported with an institutional economics approach to governance structures in food safety.

5.
Objectives

Research on the management of food safety risks is an important prerequisite for higher level of food safety and a more efficient approach. This calls for a multi-disciplinary approach. Risk analysis and economic assessment of the risks and the options to reduce them are important building blocks in this research, and are key issues in this seminar. It could be a platform for interaction between agricultural economists and health economists.

It is the objective of this seminar to exchange results and views that have arisen from research projects on the management of food safety throughout Europe.

Although conceptual and methodological papers are preferred, papers with a more applied character are also welcome as well as well-described methodologies of research that is still in progress.

6.
Topics

Five basic topics will be distinguished during the seminar, of which each will be subject of a number of sessions in which a number of issues will be discussed. The first four of these topics are roughly in line with the key issues in the EU White paper on food safety.

1. The first one deals with consumer health and welfare. Potential issues are the effects of food safety crises and media coverage on demand, willingness to pay for food safety, and consumer attitudes to food safety measures like irradiation. Attitudes to GMO and organic farming, concerning food safety are also of interest. Methods to measure the effect of food safety on health (e.g. in DALY) and its economic consequences are a central issue in the cooperation between agricultural economists and health economists. Gaps between consumer perception and scientific measurement of risk will also be discussed. 

2. The second topic is concerned with re-designing the food chain: traceability, certification and HACCP are some of the key-concepts used to re-engineer the processes of moving products from the land to the table. Effects of systems for quality management and the economics of traceability and certification in supply chains are also of interest. Contract theory is one of the tools to be applied to analyse the co-ordination and motivation in the food chain. The trade-off in potential conflicts between food safety and animal welfare (e.g. outdoor animal husbandry) is also of importance. Especially  this topic can be seen as a follow-up of the 81th EAAE Seminar in Bonn, spring 2003.

3. The third topic will deal with risk analysis. Experiences with the new framework on risk analysis in food safety issues by the Codex Alimentarius Commission on Food Hygiene (WHO/FAO) are a central issue in this topic. The steps of Risk Assesment, Risk Management, their interaction and Risk Communication are important in this framework. Applications to the issues of organic production and GMO food could be especially of interest. Experiences with the new framework, also compared to the previous European and American approaches are important issues for discussion.

4. The fourth topic considers international trade and transparency. How could different production practices, risks and risk preferences be harmonised with the Common Market? The impact of EU enlargement is also of interest here. What impact will rising standards have on trade with developing countries?  And how will all this influence the WTO-negotiations in the Doha-round? What data should producers make available for an objective evaluation of food safety risks, and should this concentrate on process data or product inspections.

5. The economic analysis of institutions is the fifth topic. Public authorities are looking for improved governance and try to reach this by installing or strenghtening of Food Safety Authorities, better co-ordination of public interventions, risk management and stricter standards. What is the optimal mix between public and private policies? Is the retailer or the government in the driving seat? Does improved liability make sense? What are the different stakeholders, and how are the costs and benefits of better policies distributed among them?

7. Call for Papers

The call for papers will be published in January 2003. Deadline for submission will be 1 September 2003. Selection will be done on a two page abstract. Authors will be notified about acceptance of their proposals by the end of October 2003. The full papers are then to be submitted before 15 January 2004.

8. Language

The language of the seminar will be English.

9. Organisation

The conference will be jointly organised by Wageningen University, the Dutch National Institute for Public Health and the Environment (RIVM), and the Agricultural Economics Research Institute LEI.

The seminar will take place at the conference centre Woudschoten, in Zeist, the Netherlands

Local organising committee

Krijn J. Poppe (LEI, chair)

Ruud Huirne (Wageningen University)

Arie Havelaar (RIVM)

Karlijn Krijgsman (Management assistant, LEI) 

Programme committee

Ruud Huirne (Wageningen University, chair)

Arie Havelaar (RIVM, NL)

Wim Verbeke (Gent, Belgium)  

Jose M. Gil (Spain) 

Gerhard Schiefer (Bonn, Germany)  

Mogens Lund (Denmark)

Jukka Kola (Finland)

Laurian Unnevehr (USA) 

Tanya Roberts (USA)

Stephan Marette
Secretariat: Annet Velthuis, assistant to Ruud Huirne

Forty to fifty active participants are planned to be included in the programme of the seminar.

10. Registration

The deadline for registration will be 15 January 2004.

11. Participation Fee

The participation fee will be € 350, - for EAAE members, including registration, refreshments, full copies of all papers, lunch and dinner. All participants have to pay for their travel and lodging, however. Non-members pay € 35,- extra and will become EAAE member.

12. Important dates

· 1 January 2003: Start distribution of Call for Papers

· 1 September 2003: Submission deadline (2 page abstracts)

· 31 October 2003: Notification of acceptance

· 15 January 2004: Submission deadline (full papers)

· 15 January 2004: Registration deadline

13. Contact Persons

Krijn J. Poppe or Karlijn Krijgsman
Both at  LEI, P.O. Box 29703, 2502 LS The Hague, The Netherlands. Telephone +31.70.3358330; fax +31.70.3615624; www.lei.wageningen-ur.nl; e-mail: k.j.poppe@lei.wageningen-ur.nl or k.krijgsman@lei.wageningen-ur.nl
