81st EAAE Seminar:

Economics of Contracts in Agriculture, Third Annual Workshop

Date and location:

June 19-21, 2003

The seminar will be held at The Royal Veterinary and Agricultural University, Copenhagen, Denmark.

Theme

The main theme of the seminar is contracts in agriculture. Special the special themes of the seminar will be contracting in practice and contracting, developing countries and the environment.

Background

The seminar is a continuation of the 78th EAAE Seminar and workshop ”The economics of contracts in agriculture” in Annapolis, Maryland. 

Contract production is increasing in both developed and developing countries. Contracting is one way of improving vertical coordination in food production, processing and distribution. This increasing need for vertical coordination may be attributed to at least three different categories of factors; one associated with policy; one with demand; and one with supply characteristics.  First, the changes in agricultural policy from price intervention towards more direct income support, which lead to a higher price risk.  Farmers and other related organizations may enter into contractual relations in order to share this risk.  Second, consumers' attention to quality attributes which depend on the production process and not only the final product itself (ecological products, animal welfare, are some examples).  This requires an intensive monitoring system and reliable documentation of the entire production process. Contracting is one logical way to fulfilling such demands (another is vertical integration).  Third, the technological development might very well increase the need of coordination in the different levels of a specialized production contracts can be seen as an instrument in providing this coordination.

Contracting also plays an increasingly important role as a tool in environmental policy.

Objectives

To promote and facilitate the exchange of research on the economics of contracts in agriculture and problems related to contracting in agriculture. Contracts are not only those legal documents that mutually commit two factions, but any agreement between two or more parties, written or verbal, implicit or explicit, as well. The seminar will bring researchers analyzing agricultural contracts from different angles and inspire multi-disciplinary research in contracts. 

Topics

The seminar will cover a broad approach to analysis of contracts in agriculture, including topics such as: 

- contract theory 

· agency theory and new institutional approaches to contracting and the economics of the food supply chain 

· empirical analysis of agricultural contracts 

· socio-economic considerations of agricultural contracting 

· policy implications 

· incentives and food safety.
Call for papers 

Researchers are invited to submit contributed papers. Papers will be selected on the basis of blind review of extended abstracts (minimum 2 pages double-spaced). Deadline for the submission of abstracts: March 1, 2003. Authors informed: April 1, 2003. Deadline for the submission of completed accepted papers: May 15, 2003. All abstracts and papers to be submitted to Henrik Olesen hbol@kvl.dk. 

Language
The language of papers and presentations is English.

Organization, program committee 

The seminar is organized by:

The Royal Agricultural and Veterinary University of Copenhagen, and 

The Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics, University of Maryland.

Organizing comittee:

- Henrik B. Olesen, KVL

- Peter Bogetoft, KVL

- Kostas Karantininis, KVL

- Robert G. Chambers, University of Maryland

- Tigran Melkonyan, University of Maryland

Registration

Registration includes reception, lunch and conference dinner. Registration deadline is May 15, 2003. Pre-registration should be completed on the registration form found at the webpage of the seminar (http://www.flec.kvl.dk/hbol/contract/index.htm). Registration is non-refundable, once payment has been processed.

Participation fee

Conference registration is EURO 200.00. Non-EAAE members will have to pay the EURO 35.00 membership fee. Registration includes reception, lunch and conference dinner.

Important dates

Submission of abstracts: 

March 1

Registration: 

May 15

Submission of completed papers: 
May 15 

Pre-bookings at hotels expire: 
May 15

Contact person for the EAAE

Chairman Ph.D. Henrik Olesen, Assistant Professor

Agricultural University, Unit of Economics

Rolighedsvej 23, DK-1958 Frb.C.

Phone: (+45) 3528 2329, Fax: (+45) 3528 2295

Email: hbol@kvl.dk, Homepage: www.flec.kvl.dk/hbol 

Contribution as respect to the contents to the objectives of the EAAE

The seminar will contribute to the understanding of contracts, which play an increasing role in European agriculture. The seminar will stimulate international cooperation in the research on contracts.
