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	Proposal of the 112th EAAE Seminar that should take place on the occasion of the 60th anniversary 
of The Institute of Agricultural Economics – Belgrade (IAE), December 9th-11th 2009 (Tuesday – Thursday), Belgrade, Serbia



Final Version adapted by EAAE Board and Programme Committee
The role of knowledge, innovation and human capital in multifunctional agriculture and territorial rural development
1. Topic
The seminar wants to stimulate discussion about place, role, significance and level of knowledge, innovation, research and human capital in multifunctional agriculture and the development of rural areas. It will be open to agricultural economists as well as researchers from related academic fields (rural sociologists, lawyers, communication and innovation studies, etc.). In this sense the seminar wants to contribute to the required multidisciplinary approach in multifunctionality and rural development. The seminar first of all deals with problems in countries in transition, but also developments taken place in developed EU countries are of interest. The main focus of the seminar is the contribution of human and social capital, innovation and knowledge structures in the enhancement of a more diversified rural economy. 
2.   Background
The European Union has adopted the Lisbon Declaration in 2000, according to which until 2010 priority will be given to a knowledge based economy (as the most competitive economy in the world), in order to sustain competitive advantage of the EU. This knowledge – based transitional processes also affects the developments in the rural sector and food industry and engages rural areas in a more diversified development. The main factors of this “new” economic model are knowledge, ideas, human and social capital and intangible and non-material assets. These factors and the use of them will constitute major factors in the competitiveness of food production and rural areas. 
In this new model of thinking, the European heritage of diversity is exploited: territories and food areas will develop a competitive advantage and added value based on images, contributions of food production to the environment, nature and landscape, the use of social capital and other territorial assets. Multifunctional agriculture will be the asset on which food industry but also other economic actors create added value. 
The seminar wants to provide insight in this process, understand what factors determine the territorial function of agriculture and food production and how economic actors try to capture the added value. Central in this is the role of science, knowledge building, innovation, knowledge infrastructure and innovation.  
3. Seminar Objectives

The Seminar objectives consist in trying to understand the changes that take place in today’s rural areas and their competitiveness. Changes in rural areas and improvements in competitiveness are realized when more and more people change their point of view and start to perceive phenomena from the new perspective. Some people free themselves out of old habits and ideas slower, some of them do it faster. The new economy implies a conception of the economy from the perspective of new reality of information technology and knowledge economy. Creation of added value – that is the most important business motive beside the profit increment – is today a matter of information, knowledge and innovations' forming skills. Information and knowledge become a significant input and output in the new economy. Therefore, the role of human and social capital in building up territorial assets needs to be investigated. This seminar wants to do so by looking at various dimension of this.
The seminar will focus on the contribution of human and social capital in innovation and its impact on competitiveness. The competitiveness of a region is an important issue in an era of globalization. This raises questions on the role of agriculture in the regional development, be it directly in the production and export of the region or - in a multifunctional role - indirectly by contributing to the regional identity (regional branding) and living conditions. One of the main factors to improve competitiveness is innovation and here the role of the knowledge infrastructure, institutions and (investments in) human and social capital is important. 
4. Thematic fields

The following thematic fields will be considered on the Seminar: 

· Territorial competitiveness: factors of development and the role of agriculture

· Role of human and social capital in building up agro-regional identity, institutional reform and competitiveness
· Role of innovations and knowledge - infrastructure and institutions
· Investment in human capital, extension and agricultural R&D. 

5. The Seminar Papers

Call for papers will be announced by June 30th 2008. 

Deadline for pre-registration / expression of interest (with title and abstract) is December 30th 2008.

Deadline for paper submission is June 1st 2009.

The papers have to be up to 10 pages, together with abstracts and literature.
Maximal number of papers on the Seminar is 60 (because of symbolism).

The papers will be subject of anonymous review. 

Previously published papers will not be accepted. 

6. Language

Official language on the Seminar is English. 

7. Organization 

The Seminar will be organized by The Institute of Agricultural Economics – Belgrade (IAE). It will be held in Belgrade, in period 9th -11th December 2009 (Tuesday – Thursday) on the occasion of 60th anniversary of the IAE.

 The Local Organizational Committee

1. Prof. Dr. Drago Cvijanović, President,  Director of  IAE – Belgrade
2. Dr. Danilo Tomić, Vice president, Regional Chamber of Commerce Novi Sad
3. Dr. Jonel Subić, Deputy Director of  IAE – Belgrade
4. Ljiljana Tomić, Deputy Director of  IAE – Belgrade
5. Dr. Vladana Hamović,  Deputy Director of  IAE – Belgrade
6. Prof. Dr. Veljko Radojević, Bag & Deko, Backo Gradiste
7. M. Sc. Dušan Antonić, General Manager of Agrobanka - Belgrade
 The Program Committee 

1. Prof. Dr. Wim Heijman, President, Wageningen University 
2. Dr. Danilo Tomić, Vice president, Regional Chamber of Commerce Novi Sad
3. Prof. Dr. Laszlo Karpati, University of Debrecen, Hungary
4. Vincent Dolle, Director of CIHEAM, Montpellier  
5. Prof. Dr. Tatiana Nefedova, Russia, Moscow
6. Prof. Dr. Drago Cvijanović,  Director of  IAE – Belgrade

7. Prof. Dr. Zorica Vasiljević, Faculty of Agriculture – University of Belgrade 
8.  Registration Fee

Four invited papers will be without registration fee (three introductory papers for each section as well as the Seminar introduction one). For other 56 papers' authors the registration fee will be charged. The registration fee will amount to 250 EUR for EAAE members (the registration fee, cocktails during the Seminar, a copy of papers' proceedings, lunch and dinner included). For young members (up to age of 30), the registration fee will amount to 150 EUR. All participants, except invited papers' lecturers (4), will cover the traveling and accommodation costs by themselves. The Seminar participants which are not EAAE members will pay additional 45 EUR on account of EAAE membership fee and, in such a way they will become the EAAE members. One author can only participate in one paper. In one paper there could be maximum 3 authors, while one of the authors has to be the EAAE member. 

9. Important Dates and Deadlines: 
	June 30th 2008
	Call for papers

	December 20th 2008
	Pre-registration / expression of interest, with title and abstract (up to 2 pages)

	June 1st 2009
	Paper submission

	September 1st 2009
	Information on paper acceptance 

	October 1st 2009 
	Deadline for the participants' registration

	December 1st 2009
	Publishing of the Seminar Proceedings 

	December 9th -11th 2009
	Taking place of the Seminar 


10. Contact persons: 

1. Marko Jeločnik - IAE Belgrade, e-mail: marko_j@mail.iep.bg.ac.yu  
2. M.Sc. Ivan Đurić - IAE Belgrade, e-mail: ivan_dj@mail.iep.bg.ac.yu 
3. M.Sc. Nataša Cecić - IAE Belgrade, e-mail: natasa_c@mail.iep.bg.ac.yu 
The Institute of Agricultural Economics - Belgrade (IAE)  
  11060 Belgrade 

  Volgina 15

  Serbia

  Phone: +381 (0)11 2972-848

  Fax:   +381 (0)11   2972-858

  Е-mail: office@mail.iep.bg.ac.yu 
11. Contribution of EAAE

The significance of the knowledge economy is very important for European agriculture/economy. Consideration of the problems in the field of research, education and intellectual capital that will take place on the Seminar, first of all should improve the knowledge in mentioned fields and then to contribute to agricultural economy and rural areas' development by its application in practice. These topics are worthy of attention not only for EAAE, but for the whole Europe and especially in Central, East and South-East European countries. 

12. The Seminar Inducement

Immediate inducement for organization of this Seminar is marking of the 60th anniversary of existence and activity of The Institute of Agricultural Economics – Belgrade, one of the oldest scientific institutions on the Balkans in the field of agricultural economics.  
